April 5, 2011 – Workshop Meeting 
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The workshop meeting of the Gardiner Town Board was held this date at the Gardiner Town Hall at 7:00 PM.  Present were Supervisor Katz, Councilmen Koenig, Wiegand & Mele and Councilwoman Lemmon.  There were approximately 12± audience members.  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

April 16 – Annual Easter Egg Hunt Majestic Park noon SHARP

April 17 – St. Charles Church Blood Drive Walk ins welcome from 11 AM to 3:30 PM in the Church Hall.

April 23 – Gardiner Day Committee Annual Easter Plant Sale. Gardiner Fire House 9 am to 2 pm.
May 6, 7 and 8 – Annual Gardiner Clean Sweep.  Pick up bags at the Town Hall, Majestic Park or the Library.  Leave filled bags at any roadside.

May 15 – Gardiner Cupcake Festival 11 am to 5 pm.

SUMMER RECREATION 

Sign up for the 2011 Gardiner Summer Recreation Program will be held for Gardiner residents on April 29 from 4 pm to 6 pm and April 30 from 11 am to 1 pm.  Open enrollment will be held May 6 from 4 pm to 6 pm and May 7 from 11 am to 1 pm.

ULSTER COUNTY RE-APPORTIONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Rich Messina, a member of the Ulster County re-apportionment committee was present to explain briefly the re-districting of the county legislature.  Any changes made will be based on the 2010 census.  The committee will be contacting surrounding communities for their input.  Supervisor Katz stated that if the Town met three quarters of the census requirement would it be feasible to believe that we would be allowed our own district?   Mr. Messina said it is possible, but boundaries will also determine the re-districting.  State law will not allow a town to be divided if they are within 10% of the needed census.  
APPOINTMENT TO THE PLANNING BOARD 

On motion of Councilman Wiegand, seconded by Councilwoman Lemmon and carried, Joseph Hayes was re-appointed to the Planning Board for another seven year term to expire on April 1, 2018. 
APPOINTMENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Town Board members received two (2) applications to serve on the ECC.  On motion of Supervisor Katz, seconded by Councilman Wiegand and carried, Eric Savelson was appointed to serve on this commission. 

RECEIPT OF GRANT MONEY

Supervisor Katz reported that the Town is in receipt of $27,000 in grant money from the DEC.  This grant was applied for in 2008 by the ECC for an Estuary & Watercourse Grant.  Additionally, a $14,595 claim made to the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation for the parking lot on Steve’s Lane for the Rail Trail was received last week. 

ZONING IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 

Councilman Mele and members of the Zoning Improvement Committee have had several meetings over the last few months and have suggested a list of recommendations they feel will help with the implementation of the zoning law.  1.) Optional but formalized informational meeting between the applicant, Building Inspector and Planning Consultant.  2a.) clarify the section of the code that addresses pre-application conference with the Planning Board.  2b.) Allowing for changes in the wording for presenting draft maps and documents for site visits.  3.) Improving Communication between the Planning Board and the ZBA.  4.) Negotiate shorter time requirements for review of applications with the Ulster County Planning Board. 
There was a lengthy discussion about these changes.  Mike Boylan, Chairman of the Planning Board is concerned about the applicants getting confused on what they may be able to do after the meeting with the building inspector and the planning consultant.   He suggested that an informational meeting with the Planning Board would be more effective. A letter would then be generated explaining exactly what was discussed at the meeting. 

Councilman Mele suggested that recommendations 1, 2a, 2b, and 3 be voted upon.  Recommendation number 4 would be addressed directly with the Ulster County Planning Board. 

On motion of Supervisor Katz, seconded by Councilman Wiegand and carried, authorization was given for the zoning committee to move forward with drafting changes. 

RESOLUTION TOWN HALL STAFFING

Town Board members discussed a proposed resolution for the hours of operation and staffing for the Town Hall.  This will be discussed at next weeks meeting. 

MASS GATHERING PERMIT – CUPCAKE FESTIVAL

After a brief discussion, Board members agreed to address this issue at the next meeting.  They will request of the cupcake festival committee assurances of insurance coverage and adequate parking.  

RAGNAR ROAD RELAY

The Town has been petitioned to use the Highway garage property as a staging area for a relay race to take place on Friday May 13 beginning at 10 AM and ending on Saturday May 14 at 3 PM.  The organizers have been informed that electricity, water, lighting, garbage disposal and restrooms will not be provided.  They have agreed to provide all of the above for the participants.  Insurance will be provided as well.  There is no objection from the Superintendent of Highways.  On motion of Councilman Mele, seconded by Councilman Wiegand and carried, authorization was given with the understanding that an insurance certificate will be sent to the Town and permanent marking paint will not be used for marking the route. 
PINE BUSH AMBULANCE 

A letter was received from the Pine Bush Ambulance Corp asking for support from the Town of Gardiner to expand their service area.  On motion of Councilman Mele, seconded by Councilman Wiegand and carried, authorization was given to send a letter. 

MINUTES 

Minutes of January 11, 2011, February 1and February 8 were approved as written on motion of Councilwoman Lemmon, seconded by Councilman Wiegand and carried. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Scott Bittner – questioned why a resolution was needed to make employees work the hours they are required.  He considers any employee who does not work designated hours is performing an act of embezzlement and should be fired.  Using the taxpayers for their benefit.  It is absurd.
ADJOURNMENT 

On motion of Councilman Koenig, seconded by Councilman Mele and carried, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM.







Respectfully submitted, 







Michelle L. Mosher, Town Clerk  
